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Blue-covered field guide

with homemade plastic cover against rain,
lost when my car was totaled—

contained my [ife list,

checked boxes and scribbled notes,

old sit-downs and sightings.

On San Nicolas Island,

a raven thrashed a finch,

tossing away the head like a bottle cap.

Opystercatchers and turnstones:
hard on the limpets.

High in Tuolumne Meadows,
a mountain bluebird:
how different from the lowland kind!

Most will not yield to memory
and the new book,
tabbed and glossy,

will provide me with names, not powers.
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