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TOI DERRICOTTE

Thoughts on 
the Death of 
Philip Levine

i.
Lucille told me,
when you lose the flesh
you gain more power. I wonder if she meant
that, when a poet dies, he gives his voice
away, so that all the poets in the world
find a source
unplugged, dug through?

ii.

What would he feel
when he’d finish
one of his great poems,
one that seemed as if,
in the bright house of it,
every stick of furniture
shined in the sun?
I wonder if he’d take a moment
to feel proud, or rush on
to his next appointment, or would he
suffer, as his teacher
Berryman told Merwin,
never knowing if it is good?
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