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holding fake spears.

Looking at Pictures, 1975

Oil on canvas, 64 /2 x 53 /2in.

The Supernumerari@s |  Somconepulsthe curtain open

and we are both relieved
at having no lines to say
but also worried

we will not even be seen.

We will stand here,
wearing our brocaded
velvet doublets,

for the whole performance
and never have the chance

in what may be two or three hours
to be part of the action,

or even the chorus,

or the corps de ballet.

After the final bows,

where we will go first,

then move quickly aside

as the leads receive their accolades,
we will carefully

hang up our costumes

and leave through the stage door,
wearing old, reliable clothes.
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