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GAIL WRONSKY

The Avocado 
Tree’s Rebirth

A mockingbird surveys the living room. I dream the but-
terflied leaves asleep. Let the tender-eyed sky whose air 
I breathe efface the terrace where I write.

The height of the born-again tree renews my reverie. How 
still it is, this cave of green, of the purified wind admired.

I know that a fiery creek bed will be my undoing. That, and 
the lie of a harp my tools require. And the words, the words, 
the soil, the hollow billowing of hope that is hoisted like 
a pirate’s flag above this enchanted shipwreck.
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