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Scientists determined the earthquake

was centered a hundred miles off the coast,
4.2 on the Richter scale, too slight

to be felt on land.

But I was sitting in the meadow

on top of Marys Peak that day,

watching several species of wasps, flies, and bees
patronizing a lily—like hard-drinking aliens

at an intergalactic tavern—

and [ felt something.

Whether it was that distant

submarine temblor, or a sudden disappearance

of self, or just the mountain shrugging its shoulders
in stoic indifference,

I couldn’t say.
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