DAV I D L I G A R E A N N I have returned to this loft among redwoods
F I s H E R w I R T H in the California mountains.

Gradually the night steadies itself around me
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Outside, the tiniest rain begins to heal the desiccated hills.

R a | n Rain, small sweet rain, bringing these hills of my childhood
back to tenderest green, I have carried so much fear
that those I love will suffer. As they will.

Pools begin to gather where quail nest in the darkness.
“I think we are provided for,”

said my dying friend when I asked him

if he sensed what lies beyond pain.
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