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When the line taps lightly on the surface
sending the rings
pulsating outward

the fisherman has a prize in mind.

He reels it in with the most
beautifully tragic hands
thick and brown,

streaks of white scars

to mark his moments on the ocean.

The gulls are vigilant, too,
waiting for the battered, bleeding
contents of the day’s catch.

There, scales cross his hands and his mind.

He’s heard the feeling before:
this darkness has a face.

The silver acrobat below
knows no such music;

it can only feel

the weight of the line on its
astonished mouth

pulling it earthward toward
a grave of sky.
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