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invites into our limbs & lungs.

P r a y e r fo r The earth’s always too soft or callous
to leave the buried be. Shovel snap,
slippage. But never an enduring

t h e B Oy |_O St silence. I'll see you in the shadow

. play sparrows paint up & down
| n S | d e t h e B Oy the bedroom wall, in that partially
illuminated movement just outside
candle reach. & for when there isn’t
such a soft darkness in the house,
I'll see you in the endless vigils kids
keep locked inside so the world won’t
see they haven’t given up yet. Maybe
I'll see you in their giving up too.
This is how I bathe my dead:
with a pumice stone & words
that mean less & less the louder
I'speak them. I don’t think I mean
a damn thing I've ever said above
a whisper. That’s why I speak in wails
& roars, why I see the whole or nothing
at all—my face in all faces, in yours, vice versa. I know
it’s just a matter of time before I stop
seeing what I need to see in whatever is kind enough to
lend me its image. The kindest
thing about being human is that everything gifts us its

image—for a moment or forever.
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