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My ex taught our son to angle the rearview,

palm the key as he turns it. Taught him
which pedal makes the Jetta move
when he presses his size-twelve sneaker
against it, which slows and stills it again.
He’s exacting, our son tells me,

critical, yelling, Slow, I said slow,

so that our boy feels his heart leap
against the tight sash of his restraint.
Now, though, it’s just us,

one long-legged guy in gym shorts

and Red Hot Chili Peppers T-shirt,

one mom, jacket tossed in the backseat,
who never learned to drive.

It’s evening and this stretch

of wide suburban road

is suddenly ours, not a single car

visible for miles. When he revs it,

I feel it in my ears first, a kind of suction.
Then, in my stomach, a slight thrill.

I should scold him, I know,

insist he stick to the speed limit,

and I will, in a minute.

But let me just take in the joy of it first.
My boy, who is almost a man now,
testing his power, carrying

both our lives the way I once did,

but with none of my fear.
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Plunge Blindly Ahead, 1999

Oil on canvas, 66 x 48 in
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