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A far schooner’s white trisails dragging across the lip
Of a rocky beach at the foot of Cap Canaille’s dread bluff,
Blue haze in the laden air, the murmurous lapping of waves
against the cliffside,
and the omniscient chuck-chuck whir of cicadas
shaking their maracas through the rosemary . . .

I'm out on the Chinese Terrace of Camargo,
Under the latticework and feathery shadows of its reed grass awning,
Hoping for nothing to come—not Sartre’s, but Dogen’s—
That this easeful forgetfulness might stretch farther
than the seamless pantalons
Of the recumbent sea, than the pale, blue sombrero of a twirling,
mariachi sky.
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