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The Italian birds flew over the garden

where this morning I stood on sunstruck

tiles next to an olive orchard,

thinking how fortunate to land here,

eating the earth, drinking the vineyard,

raveling to Rome to a room of Caravaggios

that nearly stop me from breathing,

especially the painting where Mary,

her skin incandescent, leans out of the gloom

to help her young son try to crush the snake’s head,
his little luminous foot on top of his mother’s,

the details eerie and real as if I could touch each figure
and feel the plush of flesh, as if the serpent

could uncoil and slither out of the frame.

Later, in the taxi, the driver tells me about

the shooting—a nightclub in Florida—

and then I'm back in the garden,

mumbling a prayer although it’s only us

who can save us, as [ watch the birds cross

the sky, sweeping the light into their dark wings.
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